
The Australian Mariners Welfare Society (AMWS) is a historic, not-for-profit charity established 
in the 1850s, dedicated to the welfare and support of mariners across Australia. With governance 
provided by a Board of 12 Councillors and a membership of around 100, AMWS plays a significant 
role in assisting seafarers, both directly and through key partnerships.

While AMWS does not provide comprehensive direct services, it does offer limited direct 
accommodation support to seafarers of moderate means, ensuring access to safe and affordable 
housing for those in need. Additionally, AMWS works closely with longstanding organizations, 
including the Mission to Seafarers and Stella Maris, offering financial support to enable these 
organizations to provide vital welfare services to mariners.

In addition to financial and accommodation support, AMWS invests in the professional and 
personal growth of the maritime community by providing educational scholarships at the 
Australian Maritime College and offering sail training opportunities through partnerships. These 
initiatives include experiences on the STS Young Endeavour and other tall ships, giving young 
Australians hands-on seamanship skills.

As a member of the Australian Seafarers Welfare Council, AMWS collaborates nationally to 
improve welfare standards and advocate for the well-being of seafarers. Membership in AMWS is 
open to those who share a commitment to supporting mariners and the organization’s mission. By 
joining, members become part of a legacy organization dedicated to the welfare, education, and 
advancement of Australia’s seafaring community.


