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Thank you! 
You helped raise over 
USD$1.1million.



Thanks to your generosity, the Seafarers International Relief Fund 
(SIRF), has raised over US$1.1m in donations. This is an incredible 
response to the most desperate seafarer need witnessed in our lifetimes. 

Industry, individuals, associations and Charitable Trusts and 
Foundations responded swiftly and generously.

Thanks to you we have funded more than US$790,000 of urgent 
welfare support, implemented by our delivery partners, across the 
worst hit areas of India.

Your generosity has positively impacted more than 15,000 seafarers 
and 30,000 dependents.

We continue to receive and assess grant applications to deliver urgent 
care. However, the need is greater than the Fund and we continue to 
welcome donations to Seafarers International Relief Fund. 

The current COVID-19 crisis is far from over. A third wave is anticipated 
in India and we know the desperate need created by Covid is 
increasing beyond India to other seafaring nations, such as Indonesia 
and the Philippines.

In the future we want SIRF to respond immediately to seafarer need 
wherever emergencies and disasters happen, but for now, as money 
is donated, it is put to work immediately providing humanitarian aid to 
seafarers and their dependants who have been so seriously affected by 
COVID-19. 

Read on to see how your donation has made a difference and the 
power of your generosity.



About the Fund

The Seafarers International Relief  
Fund (SIRF) was launched on 5 May 
2021 by leading maritime welfare 
charities and shipping industry players 
to respond to the increasing and 
desperate needs of seafarers and their 
families resulting from the pandemic.



With the escalation of the 
emergency in India, a nation 
that is home to approximately 
240,000 seafarers, the 
welfare charities and industry 
players felt an enhanced 
level of support and a speedy 
response was needed. Despite 
suggestions that the crew 
change crisis was envisaged to 
be near its end, the escalation 
of COVID-19 cases in India to 
more than 400,000 per day 
has prompted some major 
ports to prohibit ship crew 
changes for seafarers with 
recent travel history to India, 
Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, 
and Sri Lanka. There are also 
restrictions being placed by 
some countries on seafarers 
emanating from the Philippines. 
This latest crisis, which has 
exacerbated the challenges 
that have come before, 
prompted this collective action.

The Seafarers’ International 
Relief Fund is administered and 
overseen by The Seafarers’ 
Charity (formerly Seafarers 
UK), a grant funder which has 
embedded and well-established 
governance mechanisms and 
processes for monitoring 
and evaluation to ensure 
efficiency and transparency, 
and supported by The Mission 
to Seafarers, the International 
Seafarers’ Welfare and 
Assistance Network (ISWAN), 
Sailors’ Society, Stella Maris, 
ICMA and other welfare 
organisations. The funds raised 
by the appeal are distributed 
to the supporting organisations 
to support their vital work in 
support of Indian seafarers 
and their families. The Fund 
will also be responsive to the 
needs of seafarers affected 
by the pandemic elsewhere 
in the world, in line with the 
international remits of the 
charities involved.



Key stats to-date

To-date the Fund has raised over US$1.1 million 
in donations and pledges from key industry 
players, corporate and individual supporters with 
over US$790k awarded in grants already 
to deliver emergency support for seafarers and 
their families in India as follows:

£83,343 awarded to Stella Maris (previously Apostleship  
of the Sea) to fund their work in Cochin to provide: 

• 10 oxygenators which will prevent approximately 60 lives being 
lost to COVID-19 within a month amidst a drastic shortage of 
oxygen tanks in hospitals by enabling earlier intervention and 
reducing the need for full ventilator support.

• 1,100 food parcels, each sufficient to feed a family of five for one 
month, benefitting a total of 5,500 people.

• Post COVID-19 care, counselling and therapy for one month to 
help recovery and getting back to work where possible.

A further grant of £21,520 to fund:

• 200 parcels with basic food essentials and one COVID-19 PPE kit to 
support 200 seafarers and 800 family members most affected by 
the pandemic in Chennai. For those families most affected by the 
pandemic, or those with family members currently ill with COVID-19 
being forced to self-isolate, the provision of essential food stuffs 
will also reduce the need to travel and therefore lower community 
transmission of the virus over the critical next three months.



Martin Foley, Chief Executive Officer, Stella Maris: 

“Stella Maris is proud to be one of the first beneficiaries of the 
Seafarers’ International Relief Fund to support seafarers and 

their families. This grant will save lives through the purchase of 
oxygenators, enable the support of over 1,100 families with food 

as well as providing essential rehabilitation to those directly 
affected by COVID-19. Thank you to all in the maritime community 

who gave to the Seafarers’ International Relief Fund who made 
this grant possible.”

Building on the initial grant an additional £138,840 grant 
was awarded to Stella Maris

• to provide food parcels to 1,100 seafaring families in Kochi, 
Kerala, India. Plus 35 support workers to deliver post-COVID-19 
medical care, counselling and occupational therapy – including 
10 specialising in care for children.



£159,350 awarded to Sailors’ Society 
to help fund:

• Purchase and distribution of 5,000 
COVID-19 Care Kits to seafarers across 
10 Indian ports (including Tuticorin, 
Chennai, Kolkata, Mangalore and Goa) 
and their family members to give early 
warning signs of illness - reaching a total 
of 25,000 people. Each kit will contain 
enough basic medicine and vitamins for 
a family of five, a digital thermometer, 
a pulse oximeter for monitoring oxygen 
levels, face masks, hand sanitiser and an 
information leaflet. COVID-19 Care Kits 
will also help alleviate the pressure on 
hospitals by providing preventive support 
to encourage use of face masks, social 
distancing, and good hygiene. 

• A medical helpline that will be staffed  
by two full time paramedics for 12 
months to provide professional advice  
on COVID-19 symptoms and advice 
on what to do when concerned about 
contracting COVID-19 or dealing with 
potential symptoms. 



Manoj Joy, Sailors’ Society Community 
Development Manager, India: 

“There is a lot of excitement here in seafaring 
communities about the COVID-19 Care 

Kits. They are a game changer. If you have 
COVID-19, every minute is critical here. But 
with a thermometer and oximeter at home, 

you can monitor your levels as soon as 
you start to feel unwell and get lifesaving 

help sooner. They also give peace of mind 
to seafarers who are preparing to go to 

sea and to those who are away from their 
families and know they have a way of 

monitoring their health at home.”

Sara Baade, CEO, Sailors’ Society:

“During this devastating latest COVID-19 wave in India  we’ve been particularly 
concerned for the health of seafaring communities, many of which have a real 

need for basic medical equipment, medicines and information on how to recognise 
and respond to COVID-19 symptoms.

“Preventative support is crucial at the moment to ensure the already overcrowded 
hospitals are not totally overwhelmed, so we are delighted to be able to provide 
these care kits to seafarers and their families and very grateful to the Seafarers’ 

International Relief Fund for funding the initial roll-out.”



£125,000 awarded to ISWAN to fund:

• Priority vaccinations for 
5,000 seafarers in approved 
private hospitals in 16 port 
areas throughout India as 
part of their ‘Vaccination 
Drive for Indian Seafarers’ 
programme. This will enable 
vaccinated seafarers to obtain 
employment at sea so  
they are once again  
able to financially  
support their families.

• Financial assistance of up 
to £1,000 for 80 seafarers, 
or their immediate family 
members (approx. 320), 
who have been hospitalised 
by COVID-19 in order to pay 
for the cost of medicines/
hospitalisation or treatment at 
home, 

• Emotional support for  
3,000 seafarers and their 
families over a six-month 
period from ISWAN’s existing 
SeafarerHelp helpline.

“I received my first COVID-19 
vaccination dose today and 
highly appreciate the effort 
made by ISWAN South Asia in 
getting this arranged. They are 
doing such a commendable 
work towards welfare of 
seafaring community through 
this vaccination drive.”

“Thank you so much for your 
support. So many Indian 
seafarers are losing their jobs 
at present. This vaccination 
programme will make a big 
difference in upcoming times”



Andrew Wright,  
Secretary-General,  

The Mission to Seafarers: 

“The Mission to Seafarers is deeply 
grateful for this grant and thankful 

to all who have made it possible. 
Prompted by the desperate situation 

of so many in India, especially 
seafarers and their families, this new 
emergency fund is ground-breaking. 

Both now and in the future, it will 
provide the industry and the maritime 

welfare organisations with a shared 
fund to enable swift and effective 

response to disaster situations. We 
have been delighted to be involved 
with a long overdue development.”

• A food ingredients 
programme in Thoothukudi 
(formerly Tuticorin), 
Southern India, where 
many seafarers are 
experiencing difficulty in 
taking up new employment 
contracts, causing severe 
financial difficulties. The 
programme will provide 
1,350 seafarers with 
ingredients such as 
rice, dhal, oil, fruit and 
vegetables, helping to meet 
their basic nutritional needs 
for 15 days. 

• Indian Ayurvedic remedies 
to boost immunity are 
also being provided, as 
is hand sanitiser and PPE 
equipment.

£43,500 awarded to Mission to Seafarers to support:



Over
 US$1.1m 

raised in donations and pledges to-date

Over
 US$790k  

 awarded in grants 

6 grants awarded



Future plans

Although direct help and 
support is now being delivered 
to thousands of people across 
India, we believe this situation 
will go on for many months 
and thus the Fund aims to be 
as responsive as possible to 
the needs of Indian seafarers 
and their families. As the virus 
mutates, we recognise that 
there will be new outbreaks, 
with new needs across the 
world, and this Fund will be 
responsive to the needs of 
seafarers wherever they are 

in the world, in line with the 
international remits of the 
charities involved.

100% of the SIRF donations to 
date will directly help seafarers 
in dire need due to COVID-19. 
More applications for SIRF 
grants from those working on 
the ground in the midst of the 
pandemic are expected and with 
so much more that needs to be 
done to save lives and protect 
livelihoods, SIRF urgently needs 
further financial support.

The Seafarers’ Charity was established in 1917 as The King 
George’s Fund for Sailors (KGFS), conceived by far-sighted ship 
owners and officers and championed by King George V of the 
United Kingdom, responding to the crisis of WW1. This current 
crisis echoes our origins. The Seafarers’ Charity is the leading 
independent grant-making maritime welfare charity.

To contribute to the Seafarers International Relief Fund, please visit:

https://donate.theseafarerscharity.org/sirf.  
Alternatively, email keziah.cunningham@theseafarerscharity.org  
or call +44 (0) 20 7932 0000.

www.seafarersinternationalrelieffund.org



We would like to acknowledge those supporters who 
have a e a si ni cant contri ution to the elief Fun :

Ardmore Shipping Corporation

ADNOC Logistics & Services

AIC Boston

Aideen O’Driscoll

Anglo-Eastern

Anglo-Eastern Ship Management Ltd

Anthony Gurnee

Australian Mariners Welfare Society (AMWS), 
Pringle Moriarity

Bureau Veritas Marine & Offshore

Campbell Shipping Company Ltd

Cargill

Chellaram Shipping (Hong Kong) Ltd

Company d’Amico Ship Ishima India Pvt Ltd

Cremers Pierre Jean Bartholomei

CSL Group

Danish Shipping

Dashwood Brewer & Phipps

Denholm Group

DVB Bank

EastPort Shipping PTE Ltd

FedNav Ltd

GasLog Ltd

Gernot Ruppelt

Glander International Bunkering

Hafnia

Halcyon Recruitment

Hansa Tankers Management AS

Inchcape Shipping Services (ISS)

Jehovian Wormleighton

Koo Kou Ming Charitable Foundation

Liberian Shipowners Council Ltd

Maritime Partners Services LLC

Martrade Shipping + Transport

Mats Berglund

Hojgaard Jan Bjorn

Mark Cameron

NEPIA, The North of England P&I 
Association Ltd

Norwegian Shipowners Association 

Northern Shipping Fund

NYK Line

Pacific Basin Shipping (HK) Ltd

Paul Tivnan

Rightship UK Limited

Seaspan Ship Management Ltd

SMT Insurance Company Ltd

SMT Shipping (Cyprus) Ltd

Tham Yoke Meng

The Baltic Exchange Charitable Foundation

The Incorporated Trustee of HK Seafarer Mutual 
Assistance & Scholarship Trust

The Trust Company of the Marshall Islands INC

Thome Group

TK Foundation

Vantage Shipbrokers PTE Ltd

Vertom UCS Holding

Veson Nautical Lim

VideoTel Marine in Ocean Tech

Vouvray Acquisition Ltd

We thank everyone who has donated to the Fund. The list above includes donors who  
have given £1,000 or more as of 12 August 2021.


